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Extension Center, REACH.  He will be 
mentioning it in this talk.

ωNo other conflict of interest
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Objectives

ωUnderstand the history behind the Incentives

ωBe able to calculate the Medicare and 
Medicaid incentives for a hospital as well as 
the penalties

ωIdentify the criteria that must be met to be a 
άƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǳǎŜǊέ

ωBe able to identify the quality measures that 
will need to be reported

ωUnderstand how achieving these will impact 
workflow
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Outline

ωBackground to the Final Rule

ωFinancial Incentives for Hospitals

ωCMS Registration and Attestation System

ωElements of Meaningful Use

ωQuality Measures

ω¢ƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ

ωKnowing if Your EHR is Certified

ωCapturing the Information

ωClosure
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National Academies Reports 

ω To Err is Human: Building a Safer Health System (1999)
ςIdentified that at least 44,000 and perhaps as many as 98,000 

hospitalized Americans die every year from medical errors

ω Crossing the Quality Chasm (2001)
ςA concerted national commitment to building information 

infrastructure is needed to support health care delivery

ω Preventing Medication Errors (2007)
ςMedication errors injure 1.5M people and cost $3.5B per year 

(exclusive of lost wages and productivity) in the U.S.

ω Computational Technology for Effective Health Care: Immediate 
Steps and Strategic Directions (2009)
ς"Crossing the Health Care IT Chasm:" Even in organizations with 

advanced HIT, it is rarely used to provide clinicians with evidence-
based decision support or for data-driven process improvement
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Source: Margret Amatayakul, Health IT Certification, March 15, 2010, used with permission
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The Political History:

2004
ωάΧŀƴ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ wŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

by the year 2014.   By computerizing health records, 
we can avoid dangerous medical mistakes, reduce 
ŎƻǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŎŀǊŜΦέ
ςGeorge W Bush - State of the Union address, Jan. 20, 

2004

2009
ωά/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊƛȊŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ
ςBarack Obama - George Mason University, January 12, 

2009
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1 Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (http://www.cms.gov/nationalhealthexpenddata/)
2 World Health Organization Data, 2000 (http:// www.who.int/whr)  
3 Figure from: www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/89xx/doc8948/01-31-HealthcareSlides.pdf

Are we getting value for our dollar?
Cost vs. Quality

ωPer capita health 
care spending

ς$2.3T (2008)1

ς16.2% CDP

ς$7,681 per person

ωRanked 37th of 191 
in quality2
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Underinvestment in HIT

Per Capita Spending on Health Information 
Technology
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Source: Anderson, G. F., Frogner, B. K., Johns, R. A., & Reinhardt, U. E. (2006). Health Care Spending And Use Of 
Information Technology In OECD Countries. Health Affairs, 25(3), 819-831.
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Percent reporting it is
very important/important that:

Total very important
or important

You have easy access to your own medical 
records

94%

All your doctors have easy access to your 
medical records

96%

You have information about the
quality of care provided by different 
doctors/hospitals

95%

Source: Commonwealth Fund Survey of Public Views of the U.S. Health Care System, 2008.
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Patients Want More Accessible, 
Coordinated, Well-Informed Care
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Why Health Information Technology 
(HIT)?

From the Health and Human Services 
Website:

ωάIŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ Χ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
potential to improve health care quality, 
prevent medical errors, increase the 
efficiency of care provision and reduce 
ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŎƻǎǘǎΧέ
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Source: The Health Information Technology home page at HHS, 
http://healthit.hhs.gov

http://healthit.hhs.gov/
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Placing our Bet on HIT:  
¢ƘŜ ά{ǘƛƳǳƭǳǎ tŀŎƪŀƎŜέ

ωThe stimulus package (Feb 2009)

ςAmerican Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) - $787 B

ςHealth Information Technology for Economic 
and Clinical Health (HITECH) Act

ω$29.2 B ($17.2 B net) starting in 2011 to incent  
Medicare- and Medicaid-participating physicians 
and hospitals to use certified EHR systems in a 
άƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭέ ǿŀȅ 

11



REACH - Achieving meaningful use of your EHR 12

¢ƘŜ IL¢9/I !ŎǘΩǎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ

Blumenthal D. Launching HITECH. N EnglJ Med posted online Dec 30 2009. 
http://healthcarereform.nejm.org/?p=2669
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Meaningful Use Overview:  
Statutory Framework

In HITECH, Congress established three fundamental 
criteria of requirements for meaningful use:

1. Use of certified EHR technology in a meaningful manner

2. Certified EHR technology is connected in a manner that provides 
for the electronic exchange of health information to improve the 
quality and coordination of care

3. In using certified EHR technology, the provider submits clinical 
quality measures and other measures as determined by the 
secretary
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Source: Brian Wagner, Senior Director of Policy and Public Affairs, eHealth Initiative (eHI) presentation 

to the MN Exchange and Meaningful Use Workgroup January 15, 2010
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Aligning Certification and Standards

Source:  FarzadMostashari, ONC  Presentation to HIT Policy Committee January 13, 2010

Meaningful Use

Objectives

E-Rx

Provide Patient 

Summary Record

Electronically 

Submit Data to 

Immunization 

Registries

Certification Criteria

Capability to E -Rx must 

be included

Capability to 

electronically transmit a 

patient summary record 

must be included

Capability to 

electronically transmit 

immunization data must 

be included

Standards

NCPDP SCRIPT

8.1/10.6 must be used

Continuity of Care 

Document (CCD) or 

Continuity of Care Record 

(CCR) must be used plus 

vocabulary standards

HL7 2.5.1 or HL7 2.3.1

and

CVX Code Set


